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As many of you know, in addition to being a home 

inspector and property consultant since October 

2001, I also am a photographer. 

I got my start in photography in the sixth grade in 

Kingsville, Texas, in 1966 when the principal asked 

for volunteers to learn photography. Our 

elementary school had a dark room and camera 

equipment but no one to take pictures of school 

events. Whomever volunteered would get free 

entry into all of the school’s events, including all 

sports. I was a quick sell. 

I create Photographic Art from my photographs 

using digital editing software programs such as 

Photoshop, Photomatix, PaintShop Pro, Photo-

Paint, Perfect Photo Suite, and Perfect Effects. 

Because my work is art, I can alter the original 

photographs to create the best impression—the best 

presentation—sometimes significantly. 

May I see a “significant” example? 

Sure! Let’s look at the historic Santa Fe Depot in 

downtown San Diego, a beautiful Mission Revival 

style depot surrounded by skyscrapers, utility 

wires, people, and cars. This is my best photograph 

of the Depot: 
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Not a bad picture, but the Depot gets lost in the 

skyscrapers. The dull sky doesn’t help. With 

Photographic Art, you get this: 
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What do you have photographs of? 

Almost everything in Southern California—cities, 

buildings, beaches, zoos, aquariums, theme parks, 

churches, wildlife, planes, trains, automobiles, 

fauna, flora, and more! You name it, I have it! 

I even have well-known attractions from outside the 

United States—Canada, England, France, Greece, 

Hong Kong, Italy, Japan…. 

Name a famous landmark or attraction, and I 

probably have photographs of it in my collection. 

If I don’t, I can get some very quickly via a road trip 

or through my various sources. After all, new 

attractions and landmarks come along occasionally. 
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San Diego County Administration Building 

 
Eiffel Tower, Paris, France 
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La Jolla Beach Mansion 

How can this help me? 

With over 300,000 digital photographs in my 

collection, I can help you find a more interesting 

closing or anniversary gift other than the standard 

bottle of wine, flower/fruit basket, or gas/movie/ 

restaurant gift cards. Did I miss anything that is so 

common as to be downright boring? 

As you’re working with your Clients, note what 

their interests are. As you get closer to a successful 

close of escrow, order something unique from 

Photographic Art to present to them. 
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I even take requests, so if you have a high 

resolution digital image of a loved one, a favorite 

pet, a favorite locale, a favorite car, etc., I can work 

with it. The picture doesn’t have to be great, and 

there can be trash cans, cars, wires, and other 

extraneous stuff in it! Photoshop to the rescue! 

Of course, Photographic Art of your Client’s new 

home would be nice. Arrange access for me and I’ll 

get it done, or email me digital photos of the home. 

This sounds intriguing! Tell me more! 

Photographic Art prints are created at 300 pixels per 

inch resolution and printed at 300 dots per inch at a 

professional printing lab, so the prints are of the 

absolute best quality possible. You get your choice 

of two prints, either 4x6 or 5x7, which are inserted 

into solid glass frames. These frames are heavy! 

Their weight and size allow them to stand upright 

or be laid flat; I use my 4x6 frames as paper 

weights. Because they are solid glass, both pictures 

are viewable—just flip the frame! 

Turn the page for more on these beautiful and unique 
frames. 
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Prints in the exhibit above are to help show the size 

of the frames since each frame is two pieces of glass 

melded together on one side! 

A — 4x6 Horizontal— 2 lbs 4.6 oz — 41/4" x 61/8" x 1" 

B — 4x6 Vertical— 2 lbs 4.5 oz — 67/16" x 41/8" x 1" 

C — 5x7 Horizontal — 3 lbs 6.6 oz — 51/2" x 71/4 x 1" 

D — 5x7 Vertical — 3 lbs 4.4 oz — 77/16" x 51/4" x 1" 

E — 4x6 Horizontal Offset—2 lbs 11.9 oz 

The two glass pieces are offset, and together 

are 1" deep. The small glass piece is 43/8" x 61/2" 

and the large glass piece is 51/4" x 67/8". 



 

Photographic Art Page 9 
 

The two prints slip between the two glass pieces, 

back to back. Adhesion keeps the pictures in place, 

but I also insert a piece of cardboard between the 

two prints to help keep them in place. 
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A unique feature of Photographic Art is the 

addition of factual or historical information. 

For example, here is The Freedom Tree on the 

campus of San Diego State University: 
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Included on the back of The Freedom Tree print 

might be something like this: 

At the base of The Freedom Tree in Scripps Park on the 
campus of San Diego State University is a plaque reading 

 
THE FREEDOM TREE 

WITH THE VISION OF UNIVERSAL FREEDOM 
FOR ALL MANKIND 

THIS TREE IS DEDICATED TO 
LT. COL. CHARLES J. SCHARF 

AND 
ALL PRISONERS OF WAR 

AND 
MISSING IN ACTION 

1979 

May I see these in person? 

Yes! 

Give me 24 hours notice, and I can take samples 

anywhere in San Diego County and other areas that 

border San Diego County.  

I can also bring the Photographic Art items that you 

like should you decide to buy them on the spot. 
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What is the cost? 

A & B are $49 each, which includes two 4x6 prints. 

C & D are $59 each, which includes two 5x7 prints. 

E is $69, which includes two 4x6 prints. 

Extra prints of either size are only $1 each. You may 

order an unlimited number of prints, and they may 

be the same or different. Why not give your Clients 

several different prints so that they can switch them 

out whenever the mood strikes? 

 
Union Pacific 844 south of Palm Springs, November 2011 
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Do you ship? 

Yes. In fact, if you’re outside of San Diego County, 

shipping is the only way to get your Photographic 

Art to you. 

I can ship USPS, UPS, or FedEx, and either ground, 

next day, two-day, or three-day delivery. You 

choose! 

Shipping fees include packaging, handling, and 

insurance but can vary significantly depending on 

how fast you need your Photographic Art. 

Remember that these are heavy glass items, so they 

will be packaged accordingly. Still, it’s best if you 

leave yourself some lead time in case breakage 

occurs and you have to re-order. 

For most areas of San Diego County, as well as 

some areas of adjacent counties, I will personally 

deliver your Photographic Art to you. 
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How do I order? 

Call Russel Ray (that’s me!) at 619-341-0173 or email 

me at photoartsd@aol.com and tell me what you 

want and when you want it. 

Together we’ll work out the details, especially if 

you want custom Photographic Art involving your 

Client’s new home or your own digital picture files. 

For custom Photographic Art, I will create four 

different Photographic Art files for each digital file, 

based on what I think looks best, and you can 

choose any two files to have printed. 

All Photographic Art digital files are the property of 

Russel Ray Photos. Custom Photographic Art 

digital files created from the digital files of others 

shall become the property of Russel Ray Photos. 

Eventually I will have an online catalog as well as 

an online order form, but until then, simply call or 

email me. 

Be sure to subscribe to my Southern California 

photography blog. It’s at russelrayphotos2.com. 

I also have a new home inspection web site and 

blog; they are at russelray.com. 

mailto:photoartsd@aol.com
http://www.russelrayphotos2.com/
http://russelray.com/
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Ocean Beach Pier 

The longest concrete pier on the West Coast 

 
Clivia grows very well in Southern California 


